
MAY  2010 A.D. 

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  O F  S T O C K T O N  

The Pastorõs Page 
Dear Friends, 

 

Paul uses the image of a body to describe the 

church, ( 1 Corinthians 12).  As believers in 

Christ we are part of the body of Christ and there 

are many members. On May 23
rd

 the church will 

celebrate Pentecost Sunday.  

In addition to wearing your 

favorite red item  and 

celebrating the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, we will have a 

special time to receive new 

members.  In considering 

the joining of new 

members I think it is helpful for all  to remember 

how membership is defined according to the 

Presbyterian Book of Order. 

 

G-5.0102 Membership as Ministry  

A faithful member accepts Christôs call to be 

involved responsibly in the ministry of his 

Church. Such involvement includes 

a. proclaiming the good news, 

b. taking part in the common life and worship of a 

particular church, 

c. praying and studying Scripture and the faith of 

the Christian Church, 

d. supporting the work of the church through the 

giving of money, time, and talents, 

e. participating in the governing responsibilities 

of the church, 

f. demonstrating a new quality of life within and 

through the church, 

g. responding to Godôs activity in the world 

through service to others, 

h. living responsibly in the personal, family, 

vocational, political, cultural, and social 

relationships of life, 

i. working in the world for peace, justice, 

freedom, and human fulfillment. 

 

That is a lengthy list. It is difficult to remember 

all of that all the time. So I am going to try to 

focus on the first item this month. 

 

Proclaiming the Good News  

The Samaritan woman at the well is the example 

that comes to mind first. (John 4) She was so 

excited to receive the living water that she went 

and told a whole village about Jesus.  We don't 

have to preach in front of thousands of people to 

do this. ñProclaiming the good newsò means 

letting the people in our life know what Jesus has 

done for us and for them.  The good news is that 

in spite of our disobedient ways, God loves us 

while we are still sinners and gives us the grace to 

be called a child of God.  That is great news. 

 

We live in a town that in 2010 Forbes magazine 

has ranked as the second most miserable city in 

which to live in the United States.  The city is 

taking steps to turn that around and improve the 

life of its community. Be brave this month. 

Proclaim the good news to someone you already 

know.  This town will begin to be less miserable.  

 

In Christ 

 

Check out this site to see about Stockton.  

About Stockton 

 

http://video.forbes.com/fvn/special-10/most-

miserable-cities-stockton-cleveland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost is 

May 23 rd . 

Wear red.  



P a g e  2  T h e  W i n d o w  

 

  

JUST FOR WOMEN THIS MONTH  
 

TUESDAY, May 4   

9:30 A.M.  Circle One meets at the home of Helen Mar  

12:00 P.M.  Circle Two meets at Plymouth Square  

Hostess: Florence Lenz  

12:00 P.M.  Circle Three meets at the home of  Harriet Washburnõs at Rio Las Palmas 

  Hostess: Fusae Tanaka  

THURSDAY, May 6  

7:30 P.M.  Circle Four/Five:  Members will be called.  

 

Friday, May 7  is May Fellowship Day when Church Women United dedicate the Least Coin 
Offering.  See the bulletin board or Harriet Washburn for details.  

 

Saturday, May 8 is our Mothersõ Tea.  Beginning at 11:00 there will be fun, food, and laugh-
ter to honor mothers, new and old, here and there and everywhere.  Make your reserva-
tions with Marilyn Franklin or Cheryl Hunt. If you would like to help with this all -church 
event, call Cheryl Hunt.  

 

Monday, May 10 there is a planning meeting for the presbytery. Before that meeting Cheryl would like to know if 

anyone from our church would like to attend the Bible Study in San Anselmo on September 11 with the author of next 

yearôs study of Revelation.  If there is enough interest, Trinity (Modesto) is considering taking their bus which seats 22. 

The cost would be around $25. 

 

Tuesday , May 18 the Coordinating Team will meet at 10:30 to plan next year.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend or submit ideas for programs that will help us to continue to fulfill our 
mission statement.  

 

The date of the June Luncheon  has been changed to Tuesday, June 22  to accommodate the 
traveling moderator.  

ALL CHURCH WORK DAYS:  

May 1 st  & May 15 th  

 

  

There are two ñAll Church Work Daysò planned for May. Please bring your own tools and plan to attend. 
You can sign up on the dry-erase board in Westminster Hall. Free coffee and pastries for all who  

attend. 

 There are a lot of items to be worked on, thanks to our ñ160 Birthdayò recommendations.   

Questions? Please see Doug Hunt, or another member of Finance, Building and Grounds. 



Home Communion Available 
 

 Our Session believes that the Lordôs Supper should be available to every member of First Church.  

Any member desirous of having the sacrament brought to them following worship on the first Sunday of each month is encouraged 
to call the church office. Two Elders visit for about half an hour on Communion Sunday and will share  the Lordôs Supper and a 
brief devotion and prayer.  Call the church office to have a name added to the list. Please let us know by the preceding Thursday so 

Is Your Heart Tested in Giving? 

By Ada Brown, Co-Stewardship Chairperson 

 When pledge time came last year I started to pray. It seemed that God was asking me to increase my pledge by 
$22.00 a month for the new year. I reminded God where I worked and that I had not had a raise in three years. This small 
tug of war in my heart continued until pledge day. I did it! In that little step of faith God has blessed me. I have and do 

rejoice in Godôs provision that I have been able to keep my pledge so far this year. 

 

 In I Chronicles 28, David lays out plans to build a temple for the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord. In I Chronicles 
29:9, the people are rejoicing because of the generosity of their leaders which has motivated them to give generously to 

building the temple. 

 

 Davidôs prayer in verses 10-14, is praising God. òPraise be to You, O Lord, God of our father, Israel 
from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and 
the majesty, and the splendor, for everything in the heaven and earth is Yours. Yours, O Lord is the 
kingdom; You are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honor come from you; You are ruler of all 
things. In Your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we 
give you thanks and praise Your glorious name. But who am I and who are my people that we 
should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you and we have given you only 
what comes from your hand.ó 

 

 David reflects on the joy that the people had in giving to this cause. In verse 17, ñI know, my God, that you test 
the heart and are pleased with the integrity. All these things have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have 

seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to youò. 

Calvin Crest Youth Camperships  
 
 

 

 

The Christian Education committee would like to 
thank everyone who participated in the bake sale for 
camperships. There were lots and lots of delicious 
goodies  to purchase. Once again, the congregation 

generously bought the items that had been donated.  

 

We raised $363.50 for camperships. Whether you 

No Fellowship In May 

See Page 2 regarding Motherõs Day Tea 
 

Fellowship Resumes on June 13 th  

Information on the June Fellowship Luncheon 

will appear in the June edition of The Window.  



Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Pastor-led Bible Study (Geneva Room) 

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Womenõs Bible Study  (Geneva Room) 

Co-Ed Bible Study                  (Parlor) 

Saturday Morning Breakfast Club 

 

This past month we were short of donations to 
buy the fruit for the Saturday Morning Breakfast 
Club ðseveral of you expressing concern. $8 was 
given to me at church. At our circle more cash 
came in ðenough in fact to pay for the week. 
Two more checks were written. Someone else 
pledged to give $160.00 in honor of our birthday 

at First Church. 

 

Thank you for opening your heart to the homeless 
who do have a hot meal prepared each Saturday. 
They appreciate it that the food is there each week  

as they line up in the street. 

 

Thank you Cheryl Hunt for mentioning the need 
in your PW Newsletter article. Several of you are 

now serving on a regular basis and that is a joy. 

 

The Upper Room in April 2010 was appropriate
  

The Lord said to Moses, ñI will stand there 
before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the 

rock, and water will come out of it for the  

people to drink.ò 

   From Exodus 17:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 16 ñ JOHNõS   INCREDIBLE  PIZZA*! 
7TH GRADE & Up  

(After Worship until 2 p.m.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*this may be subject to change, please see check with Kerry 

Baldwin following Sunday, May 1st, worship service. 

 
MAY 23 ñPIZZA AND ICE CREAM 
SUNDAY PARTY  AT CHURCH!  

4yrs to 6th grade  
(After Worship)  

 
 

If any information is listed incorrectly or 

needs  updating, please contact the church 

office! 

 Leonard George Jr. May 2 

Joyce Wilson May 2 

James Yost May 2 

Rebecca Baird May 8 

Katherine White May 8 

Charles OôNeil May 9 

Mildred Faulkner May 13 

William Buckley May 19 

Benjamin Roider May 21 

Raymond Hartwig May 24 

Steve Robb May 30 



I n  o u r  1 6 0 T h  Y e a r  P a g e  5  

Income 2010 Janï March Budget 

Pledged Income $47,015.55 $42,999.99 

Unpledged Giving $4,403.09 $3,000.00 

Loose Offering $874.92 $550.02 

Total Holding Fund Income $4,355.72 $0 

Total Income 

(Including GLs that are not 

listed) 

$58,965.82 $49,250.04 

Expense 2010 Janï March Budget 

Total Expense (Budget Items) $50,330.65 $51,905.87 

Total Holding Fund Expense $2,597.93 $0 

Administrative Expenses $17,221.31 $17,581.96 

Net Income 

(Based on All GLs 

Income/Exp) 

$9,034.24 $-2,655.83 

 

 

Stated Meeting: March 24, 2010 
 

Summer Sundays will be August 1,8,15 and 22.  Rally Day will be August 29
th
.  There will be Social activies 

for Children and Youth May 16
th
 (Jr. High and up), and May 23

rd
 (younger children) 

 

The Reality Church used our Sanctuary for Worship one Sunday evening in March.  They are 

very interested in a long term lease of our facility.  Congregation and Session members will be 

urged to attend a Reality Church service at the Empire Theater.  They have an  affinity for the 

Reformed Tradition and compatible theologically. Motion was made, seconded and passed 

that  there be a Called Meeting of Session on April 21st to discuss and vote on the use of the fa-

cility by the Reality Church . 
 

A Beautification Committee is being formed  to work on things suggested as part of the 160th 

Birthday Celebration. 

 
 

Next Stated Session Meetings: 

Wednesday 

May 5, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 

May 26, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 




