
June 2010 

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  O F  S T O C K T O N  

 

The Pastorõs Page 
What is a Presbyterian? 

 

For five weeks a group of people from our 

church met to discuss what it means to be a 

Presbyterian.  There was much thoughtful dis-

cussion and significant questions raised.  We 

talked about baptism and communion, as well 

as church history and structure. I appreciated 

the thoughtful insights, and the great fellow-

ship and food for dinner.  
 

 One of the distinctive qualities of the 

Presbyterian church that we discussed was how 

the church maintain checks and balances by 

sharing leadership power in multiple levels.  

We are most familiar with our own church and 

the session.  As churches in the Stockton Pres-

bytery we are committed to local ministry, but 

as we move out and beyond things get a little 

less familiar. The largest governing body of 

our church is the General Assembly. 
 

 The General Assembly meets every 

other year to decide matters of importance 

from the entire church. This year that meeting 

will take place in Minneapolis, Minnesota. For 

a week, commissioners from all over the U.S.  

will gather together to pray, to worship, to 

learn, to fellowship and to vote.  It is more than 

just people with personal opinions. The Gen-

eral Assembly is made up of elders and minis-

ters that have been elected to serve on our be-

half. They will be deciding on amendments to 

the constitution of the PCUSA, and they will 

be voting on a wide range of issues from  

budgets to policies. 

I want us to remember that we make a com-

mitment to the local church. Our membership 

responsibilities include: ñtaking part in the 

common life and worship of a particular 

church.ò However, in this day and age when 

we are connected even more than before, I 

think it would be great if we had a working 

idea of the broader church.  In the past all of 

the main sessions of the General Assembly 

have been ñbroadcastò live on the internet 

with streaming video. I'd welcome the oppor-

tunity to share this experience with some of 

you, if you are interested. As the time draws 

near, I will be announcing the times that I can 

be in the church office to share this historic 

event with you. 
 

 In the meantime, please be in prayer 

for our church and for the larger church body.  

God's church is triumphant and we can be 

thankful that we have been brought together 

to serve on the mission field here in Stockton. 

 

Thank you to Frank Inglis, Bob Trapp, and 

Kathy White who all helped with the class in 

different ways. 

 

 

In Christ, 



P a g e  2  T h e  W i n d o w  

 
  

 

 

TUESDAY, June 1   
9:30 A.M.  Circle One meets at the home 
of  Joanna Stone 
 
12:00 P.M.  Circle Two  and Three have 
a  combined meeting at Church with sack 
lunches 
 
Tuesday, June 22 will be the Luncheon.  
We will remember members who have  
become part of the Church Triumphant 
and install officers.  We are asking all       

members to bring a item for a salad bar. 

 

 

General Assembly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 219th General Assembly will be meeting 

in Minneapolis from July 3-10th . Please be in 

prayer for safe travel for the commissioners 

and other attendees. If you are interested in 

observing the happenings of the assembly 

while it is going on, please go to the http://

www.pcusa.org webpage to find the link for 

streaming video. 

Mother's Day Tea  
The annual Mother's Day Tea 

was a great time.  With   en-

tertainment, good food and 

tea it was a meaningful event 

attended by many.  Thank you 

for all who participated. 

The Granddaughters stole the show. 

Katelyn Acrey played 
her clarinet to entertain 

us. 

Laurelynn, her Mother, Susan Roeser, and PWôs Vice-
Moderator Harriet Washburn check out the luncheonôs 

many wonderful treats! 



Home Communion Available 
 

Our Session believes that the Lordôs Supper should be available to every member of First Church.  

Any member desirous of having the sacrament brought to them following worship on the first Sunday of each month is encouraged 
to call the church office. Two Elders visit for about half an hour on Communion Sunday and will share  the Lordôs Supper and a 
brief devotion and prayer.  Call the church office to have a name added to the list. Please let us know by the preceding Thursday so 

News From Deacons 

First, we would like to thank all of you who so generously give to 

the Deaconôs Fund each month. The Deaconôs Funds are used to 

help others with special needs in our church congregation and 

community. To let you know where your money is going, we now 

give the following monthly: 

$150 Gospel Center Rescue Mission,  $150 Emergency Food 

Bank, and $39.28 for the Upper Room Devotional booklet. 

At the last meeting we voted to give $140 a month to the 

ñBreakfast Clubò for fruit. Helen Mar has an arrange with Louis 

Fruit Market for a discounted price, and she picks up and delivers 

the fruit each Saturday to the Stockton Shelter for the homeless. 

This fruit is an important part of the breakfast served each 

Saturday am to anywhere to 300 to 400 homeless people. 

We usually have two other on-going projects. One is gifts of 

needed items for residents of the Gospel Center Rescue Mission at 

Christmas, and the other is Backpacks for homeless children living 

at the Stockton Shelter for the homeless. 

Our backpack project is about to begin, as the following article 

notes. Again, thank you for all your help. 

Patty Roek, Deacon 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Parish Care 

 Thanks to the dedicated people that have been assisting 
with Parish care duties such as visiting and 
sending cards.  In an effort to make this   
ministry even more  efficient, it would be 
helpful to provide a little bit of added    

structure to ensure that every person in 
the congregation is adequately cared 
for.  This is a role of ministry included 
in the responsibility of our Deacons, 
however this type of committee has 
worked well in the past and it would 
be beneficial to continue it in some 

fashion.  If you have worked  with this 
group   before, and would like to be  involved in helping to 
plan its future please contact Rev. Gus Wright.  If you are 
compassionate and a good listener, with means of transpor-
tation and would be interested in starting to serve in this  

capacity please also let us know. 

Fellowship Luncheon: June 13 
 

The fellowship committee will be hosting a 
taco/burrito bar on June 13th following church              
service.   The congregation are asked to 
bring nothing except their appetites.  If 
you don't usually attend the luncheons 
please    consider joining us for this 
time of  fellowship.  If you  regu-
larly attend think about inviting a 

friend! 

Free from FB&G 

FB&G cut down some trees on the All 
Church Work Day and they are offering 
the wood to anyone who would like to 

pick it up and take it home! 
 

The wood is already seasoned (the trees were already 
dead years ago) and ready to burn. No need to make 
arrangements, just look for it in Callistro Park, and 

Deacons Backpack Project: 
 

Stockton schools will start again in July, and once again we will 
be providing backpacks filled with school supplies and small   
personal hygiene items for the children at the Stockton Shelter for 

the Homeless. 

 

Suggested items include: binder paper, folders, pens, pencils,   
colored pencils or pens (no crayons or markers), erasers, rulers, 
highlighters, dictionaries, books, combs, soap, toothbrush and 
toothpaste, small hand sanitizers, etc.  Please no school items that 

are red or blue, because of gang-affiliation. 

 

Please bring your items the first 3 Sundays in JuneðJune 7, 14, 
or 21. If you would prefer to donate money to help purchase the 
backpacks, please designate your envelope for ñthe backpack 
projectò and place it in the offering plate, or mail it into the office 

with the ñbackpackò designation. 

 

This is a fun project and the children will appreciate all your par-



 Stewardship Moment for June:  

  Your Treasure and Your Heart 
 

Weôve all heard the familiar Biblical admonition: ñLay up for yourselves treasures in heavené, for 
where your treasure is, there shall your heart be alsoò (Matt. 6:20-21). We take it to mean that we 
should give generously, all of our lives, of our material wealth, both to demonstrate before God, and to ensure to 
ourselves, that our heart is indeed in the right place. As one of your Stewardship chairs, I have no argument with that 

at all; Iôd simply like to explore the idea of treasure a bit with you. 

 

Non-Americans may find it hard to believe, for we are notoriously obsessed with money in this country, but we do 
treasure other things beyond our financial well-being. On this Motherôs Day, for example, we remember how dearly 
we treasure our families. How would we go about laying up a portion of that treasure in heaven? Do we dedicate a 
child to the ministry, do we pray ceaselessly for those we love, do we find ways to encourage faithfulness to the 

Lord within our families? 

 

What else do we treasure?  I treasure beauty, wisdom, health, and time. I wonder what it means to lay up a portion 
of those treasures in heaven. Dare I risk giving ten percent of my time to the Lordôs work? Dare I probe the depths 

of wisdom in the harder books of the Bible? 

 

What would happen if I got brave enough to dedicate, or give, a generous portion of the things I treasure to a loving 
God? To build my courage, I tried an earthly parallel not long ago-an experience of giving treasure to a loving hu-
man and witnessing the result. A small inheritance came my way, and I shared some, saved some, paid off some 
things, and found that what was left was far short of covering all the things we want to do to fix up our home or 
meet our other goals. I tried prioritizing, then decided to give much of it, along with the job of prioritizing, to my 
husband Bob. I really let go of it, expecting him to choose the things he most wanted to do. To some extent he did, 
of course, but what amazed and gratified me beyond words was his choice to spend quite a bit on something I 

wanted, that he didnôt care about at all! You are looking at one astonished, humbly grateful wife! 

 

Well, God has told us thatôs how it works with Him. He wants us to generously and freely give back to him, and he 
will bless us in return.  Itôs especially clear in Malachi 3:10. ñBring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house. Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.ò  What an exhilarating, terrifying 

promise! Have we the courage and the faith?  

Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Pastor-led Bible Study* 

(Geneva Room) 

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Co-Ed Bible Study** 

(Parlor) 

 

Womenõs Bible Study*** 

*Ends May 26 2010;  **Ends May 30 2010; 

***Ends June 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June is Cents-Ability Month. The  
offering will be taken on June 27th, 
and goes to help those in our commu-
nity, and in our country, who are   

impoverish and hungry. 

 



I n  o u r  1 6 0 T h  Y e a r  P a g e  5  

Next Session Meeting: 

Wednesday 

June 23, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 

Called Session Meeting 

May 5, 2010 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to consider having the July 4th Worship Service in 

Callistro Park  .  

  

A motion was made, seconded and passed to invite the Reality Church of Stockton to use our 

facility with the following conditions:   the invitation is open until September 1st,  2010, unless 

First Presbyterian  receives another offer to use the facility, or decides to use itsô facility.  

  

A motion was made, seconded and passed that a 10 minute Stewardship training be part of the 

May Session meeting. 

Income 

April 2010 

Actual 

 

Budget 

Pledged Income $13,201.70 $14,333.33 

Unpledged Income $1,650.84 $1,000.00 

Loose Offering $419.93 $183.33 

Total Income $14,852.54 $15,516.66 

Total Expense $14,066.39 $17,905.95 

Workday Thank You 

Thank you to those that made themselves 

available to help improve the church facilities.  

Over the years any facility will start to show its 

age. One of the legacies of this church is this 

fine building that supports ministry functions 

well. As we look toward future opportunities a 

little TLC will go along ways. Thanks! 
 

David Baldwin 

Kerry Baldwin 

Bill Buckley 

Sylvia Cavanaugh 

Carol Dietrich 

Scott Dietrich 

Joel Franklin 

Craig Holmes 

Doug Hunt 

Garlon Overley 

Earl Roider 

Joanna Stone 

Verner Strombom 

Bob Trapp 

If any information is listed incorrectly or needs updating, 

please contact the church office! 

Ian & Dylan Vaughn 6/02 

Kerry Baldwin 6/05 

George Herron 6/11 

James Louden 6/13 

Gloria Roberts 6/14 

Kim Roider 6/16 

Megan McKee 6/17 

Carlynn Dunmire 6/18 

Edna Stewart 6/26 

Tamara Buckley 6/27 




