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A mid-year resolution.

How are you doing? Wedre halfway through 20180.
California, | have probably made my | ife busii er
self longing for rest and renewal. You may be able to relate to that statement.

So logically, mymidy ear resolution is to add more tio m
to what | am doing. |l 6d |I'i ke to be specificgin

Too Busy Not to PrayThere is truth in that title. When life gets densely packed, and our hearts our
weighed down with the worries of the world, the city or our family, we may find that neglecting our gla-
tionship with God seems to be an easy thing ffto
time with God, when | get a chance. o0 or Al oI}l r
Thetruthisitisintimesofbusyess and i ncreased stress that

to us. Some of our responsibilities of Presbyterian membership are actually intended to lighten thefload in
our life. In the past months, | have been exploring our roles as membeBodihef Orderstates that

the third responsibility of church members ifgs
tian Church. 0
Hopefully this doesndét see to be too muc of

blessing. Prayer and scripture nurture us as food nourishes our body. Time spent in prayer actually|feeds
us and encourages. Prayer also lifts us from the trivial and changes our focus to that of the eternal. Scrip-
ture teaches us about God and gives us a clear perspective on the world. Unfortunately, when | am
stressed | find it much easier to sit down to a dish of ice cream or a slice of pizza, than to a spiritug@ses-
sion with our creator.

Am | right? Why it is that Taco Bell ha be
are not many of us that really needeattrameal. Eating is easy, but praying can seem hard. It just is
matter of taking the time. Even a little bit. God would love to meet with you this summer even if it wWere
only 5 minutes mor e aeawesellkionto®moy Gad and §fenote iand ¢p taBe mi
seriously the responsibilities of church membership.

Summer can be a good time to be restored. As you think your favorite summer activities, cofgsider
adding one more to the I&ttime spent with God.

In Christ,
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Planned Giving

We would like to continue our ongoing discus-
sion about stewardship. In recent months it has
been shared that stewardship is matter of the
heart and the realization that everything we have
belongs to God. And that is true. How do we
use our cash? How do we live GREEN, reusing
and recycling? How do we use our time and
energy to glorify God?

We often teach about stewardship and make
appeals for gifts of cash. How can we support
the ongoing mission of our church with cash?
Or a local rescue mission. Or with cash for our
local public television pledge drives. So often,

the question is, MAHow
l ights on?0o AHow can
needs this year?0

And when | think of First Church, | think of a
family who has an incredible giving heart.

| think of buildings built,
Hours upon hours of service given,

Food given through Emergency Food Bank,
Turkeys to Gospel Rescue Mission and
Oatmeal/Fruit to the Breakfast Club

| think of backpacks filled for students.
Or over 500 pairs of socks.
Youth sent to church camp

Mattresses and blankets given to local and

worldwide missions
Homes built through Habitat for Humanity

Animals given through the Heifer Project

| could continue to go on....The legacy of giving
in this church is powerful. Most of the above
were done with cash.

Continued top of next column

The Window

But, consider this fact; the typical American has
9 percent of his net worth in cash and 91
percent in other assets, including home, life

i nsurance and | RAOS,
retirement accounts. These larger portions that
belong to God are not easily accessed. You
can think of them as the small jar and the large
jar. What are we considering to do with these
larger (jar) resources and assets when we go
to see God? In other words, Planned Giving.

And now | think of a group of individuals and

families who decided to continue their giving,

even after they were gone. These individuals

planned ahead of time what to do with their es-

tates and non-liquid assetir; First
f

Chaeh pldésed y @gngc% &ee g[|

Sur S%prpcgjrt\érlud fdowm@nt pro
Church has over the years offered a way for in-
dividuals and families to give in a lasting
way...to create a legacy gift. With Planned Giv-
ing, there are a number of vehicles one can
use; Endowments; Wills and Bequests, Trusts,
Charitable Gift Annuities, etc. Obviously, we
candét explore these
today, but watch for upcoming Planned Giving
Workshops.

And in the meantime, take a moment to review
your large jar (non-liquid assets) and prayerfully
consider how God might use your future
planned gift.

-Earl Roider Jr.
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PROJECTOR ANNOUNCEMENT

F :j There will be no projector runnir
for the next few weeks, as |
Vaughn will be preparing and organizing
program and pictures for easy use after
leaves, which is in September. He is also Iq
ing for a volunteer or two that would be willi
to learn how to run the projector. As a remin
the projector is expected to be on every w
with very little off-time, so only those wh
attend church often should volunteer.

To volunteer, approach lan after wors|
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in the following weeks.
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- Commitment 160 . 1
*, ) .
'Z§  Birthday Update ><\>"< OMING SOON:
A couple months ago we celebrated our MMER SUNDAYS!
Ch ur c h®Bmirthdaye ®Many of us recommit- s: August 1, 8, 15, and 22
ted ourselves to the wq( K b
of fering a personali zect commi%ﬁ{ﬂe$30%©dlpa t
Among the individual gifts were: read the bible
for 160 hours; spend 16 hours feeding the
homeless; increase pledge by $160; 160 hours
of prayer for our church or community; and there
Were many more. This year will be hearing about some of
To help us focus on and attain these the miracles of Jesus.
commitments, we are posting them on a bulletin
board in Westminster Hall. Please take a look at : -
what great ideas people have come up with. There will be stories, craits, games,
Also, for those who were not able to make an
initial gift, or if you choose to make an additional [ B |

gift, please fill out a card, drop it in the envelope
and begin your journey

Once you have completed your gift,
pl ease put a fidoneodo st
should help others on their journey of commit-
ment and show we are people of our word.

We wi | | review t he
half way through this 160" year, in September,
and hope to find that we at First Pres are very
Afaccompli shed. o
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The Rally Day Roundup will be August 29 after worship.

Enjoy lunch in Callistro Park (located on the north side of
the sanctuary).

§ Visit with old friends and make some new ones.
¢ Learn about the church.
:000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Home Communion Available

Our Session believ

Any member desirous of having the sacrament brought to them following worship on the first Sunday

es that the Lordos r

and wil |l shar e t hhe L

month is encouraged to call the church offiteo Elders visit for about half an hour on Communion Sund

ordds Supper and a brief

If you are interested in joining our church or arranging a baptism,
please speak with Pastor Wright fol- lowing any church service.
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we have participated in fund raising activities to help
send our youth to Calvin Crest but until last year whe

our oldest Sydney reached an age to participate we 1
really thought about what the camp had to offer famil

Have you ever considere
family camp?
Greetings fellow church family, we
the Buckl eyods ju

filled week at Calvin Crest family
camp. For many years now like yo

This year we decided to give Calvin Crest a g
a family vacation. The week began with a 3 hour dri

to a most glorious setting at 5,000 feet. The staff con-

sisted of young adults who love God and have an ab

dance of energy. The accommodations were small gab

ins with bunk beds and private bathrooms but you co
upgrade to a spacious room in the lodge if you prefef

Most of the families return year after year and
atmosphere is like a reunion with new comers always
welcome. There were lectures in the morning for ady
with VBS for the kids.
ti meo with many activiti

had scheduled activities for the adults while the childre

were cared for by caring
The food was excellent with peanut butter and jelly a
ways available for the really picky eater. There was
much to do and yet if you preferred to do nothing tha
was OK too.

During the week we made many new friends.
families were so diverse, there were families with ver
young children and others with much older kids. Son

| | ] I
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D HAPPY BIRTHIDAYY
If any information is listed incorrectly or needs updating,
please contact the
Jesse Baird July 1 church office!
st returned from a fun
Gretchen Louden July 1
Ul Dana Ferguson July 7
. Joy Panzer July 13
1evelpavid Baird July 18
€S. Addie Campbell July 24
Elizabeth Baldwin July 25
):18 Robert McDonald July 28
Cecelia Muller July 29
UN- Gail Herron July 30
ab-
uld Linda Trapp July 30
red.Homer Haughey July 31

th Remember to pray for the General Assembly-
%ww.pcusa.org/ga219

It
"Please pyay fordhe health and safety psavellag the
sstamina of the Fopissigners thaj are being seNLto

Leri>€neral Assembly which is meeting in the Twin Citie:

Areg I Migngseid-s a1 s o as

Kknown

50 From our Presbytery

Elder Sandy Richardson , ( Presbyterian Church of
Columbia) and Rev. Jeff Ogden, (Orestimba Presbytce
rian Church) are the elected commissioners from the
rhatockton Presbytery. Breeann Wright from First
y Presbyterian Chuch of Turlock is our YAAD (Young
Le Adult Advisory Delegate).

families even came without kids but everyone got algng

well and when it ended there were warm hugs and pi
ises to return. We were asked by many if we planne
come back next year and without hesitation the answ
yes. So next year when the fundraising begins to on
again send the kids to ¢
joining us for family camp (www.calvincrest.com). |
promise it will be a glorious God filled week that you
will never forget.

Peace,
The Buckley family,

onhe meetings will be held from July 3uly 10". If

j tyou read the 219General Assembly website, you will

erfiad out many specific details. As usual many of the

cepl enary sessions wil |l b €

avisgw. [fybuywoudd dike t see wiatugoes dnidurikg
the meetings try logging in during some of the follow-
ing times.

July 3¢ 7 p.m. Business Meeting #2 including the
election of the new Moderator

July 7" 1:30 p.m. and following
July 8" All Day
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Notes from Session

Gail Herron, Ada Brown and Linda Trapp presented a brief summary of the
Workshop on Stewardship they attended. We are reminded that all program is
Stewardship, and that members who pledge time and money to church
programs should be personally thanked by Session members.

A motion was made, seconded and passed to have the organ repaired using
available Support and Endowment Funds.

Next Session Meeting:
TUESDAY
July 27" at 6:00 p.m.

Income May 2010 Actual Budget

Pledged 13,354.20 14,333.33
Unpledged 1,038.85 1,000.00
Loose Offering 347.11 183.34
TOTAL 14,740.16 15,516.67
Expenses 16,149.77 17,905.85
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Fellowship Luncheon. July 11
INTERNATIONAL POT-LUCK

Celebrate Our Diversity!

The theme for the July potluck is "internationalthe
ideabeing for people to bring something that represents
their nationality or heritage; or if they prefer they can
bring a favorite ethnic dish.The committee will supply
salad and bread and the congregation is asked to bring
a dish that represents their heritage.
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