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The Pastorõs Page 
The month of August was named for the 

Roman emperor Caesar Augustus (63 BC- AD 

14).  It seems odd that in the 21
st
 century we 

would still be paying tribute to Augustus.  After 

all, we are living in the land of the free and the 

home of the brave.  We are far removed from the 

notion of empires and emperors. We donôt tolerate 

human trafficking or sexual immorality, and we 

certainly donôt like to indulge extravagantly as the 

Romans did with wine and food. 

Thinking of Caesar reminds me of the 

comment that Jesus made in response to the 

question of the scribes and the chief priests. They 

asked in Luke 12:22 ñIs it lawful for us to give 

tribute to Caesar or not?ò But [Jesus] perceived 

their craftiness, and said to them, ñShow me a 

denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it 

have?ò They said, ñCaesarôs.ò He said to them, 

ñThen render to Caesar the things that are 

Caesarôs and to God the things that are 

Godôs.ò (ESV) 

 By that time Tiberius was the ñCaesar,ò 

not Augustus, but the role of the emperor still 

signified the government of the land.  It seems 

wise that what had the imprint of Caesar belonged 

to Caesar.  Though, the statement Jesus added 

regarding ñthe things that are Godôsò creates other 

questions.  What things belong to God? What 

has God created? Where is Godôs ñimprintò 

visible?   
When we read scripture, there really is 

nothing that isnôt the LORDôs. King David wrote 

the 24
th
 Psalm and the first verse reads, ñThe 

earth is the LORDôs, and everything in it, the 

world and all who live in it.ò (NIV)  This means, 

one can give money to Caesar, but ultimately, 

even Caesar is accountable to God. 

Over the past several months, my columns 

have been focused on our responsibilities as 

members of the church.  The fourth responsibility 

of church members listed in the Book of Order is 

ñSupporting the work of the church through 

the giving of money, time, and talents.ò 

Everybody has different levels of income 

and time, and talents. However, we all have some 

of each. As members of the body of Christ, it is 

good to ask how we are investing Godôs 

resources.  God has given us charge over our life.  

How do we use it for Godôs glory?  

The chief priests and the scribes centered 

on legalistic requirements about money. 

Unfortunately, that is Christian tradition, too 

sometimes. The reality is that money and time and 

talents are gifts from God, and legalism has no 

place in our relationship with God. We expect 

grace from our creator.  We live in that grace. Itôs 

not a formula whether we give 10 percent or 20 

percent or 90 percent of our life.  It is more 

important that we understand that our life is from 

God and everything we have at our disposal 

means that God has it available to use for the 

purposes God intends. Everything.   

God delights in your creation and your 

uniqueness. God knows that you are wise and 

want to share in ministry that serves the purposes 

of God. When we work together there are many 

things that can be accomplished for Godôs 

kingdom. Thank you for your presence in the 

congregation and the gifts that you share with the 

church. You are generous. You are giving of your 

time. And your talents are evident. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to 

do mighty works through the people of First 

Presbyterian Church of Stockton. 

For generations people have given of 

themselves to provide a gathering place for 

worship, education, and community. May we have 

a vision that carries on many generations into the 

future. God does not grow weary at the world, but 

continues to love it.  May we continue to show 

Godôs love to the world, too. 

 

In Christ, 
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Book Discussion Group Forming  

Wouldn't it be interesting, and even edifying, to 
share your thoughts about some of your favor-
ite reading with others in the church? Several 
titles have been mentioned, including Finger-
prints of God by Barbara Bradley Hagerty, and 
Plan B,  Further Thoughts on Faith. by Anne 
Lamott. Both  are challenging, inspiring, and 
might require a little stretching. If you are     
interested, or if you have other titles to suggest, 
contact Linda  Trapp at: 475 -9055   

National Call About Oil Spill 

From Eco-Journey, the blog of our colleagues in the  

Environmental Ministries Office. 
 

Tyler Edgar with the National Council of Churches Eco-

Justice Program sent the following invitation to a confer-

ence call about the Gulf Oil Spill. 

On July 1 at 3pm Eastern Time the National Council of 

Churches will be hosting a national call on the Gulf Oil 

Spill. 

 

- We will have local clergy and lay leaders join us for the 

call and have also invited someone from the Obama       

Administration to provide us with an update of what is   

happening, what we can expect, and what we can do to  

respond to this crisis. 

 

- In addition, we will give you an update of what is hap-

pening in Congress, what type of response is being planned 

by your elected officials at the national level, and what you 

can do to get involved. 

 

- Finally, we will share prayers, hymns, and other faith-

based resources for use in your congregation and commu-

nity 

reposted from: 

http://presbyterian.typepad.com/peacemaking/2010/06/national-call-

about-oil-spill.html 

Letôs Sing! 
 

During the month of August we at First Pres. are 
going to try something new.  Each Sunday, at 
10:20 a.m., about 10 minutes before formal   
worship begins, there will be a short time of 
praise singing in the sanctuary.  So if you like to 
sing or you like to hear other people sing, you 
wonôt want to miss out.  So each Sunday, during 

August, come early and praise the Lord! 

 

 Motion was made, Seconded and passed to award 
Scholarships from available funds to:  Karen Eley,  
Masters Degree in Social Work, Cal State Chico, 
$1000; Aaron Roider, University of the Pacific, 
$500; Cameron McKee,   University of California, 
Berkley, $500; Dylan Vaughn, New York Film 
Academy, California, $500; Ian Vaughn, New York 

Film Academy, California $500. 

Next Session Meeting: 

TUESDAY 

August 24, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 

FRIENDLY REMINDER FR OM  

THE CHURCH BUSINESS OFFICE:  

If there have been any changes in your family; change of  
address, change of phone number, or email address, please be 
sure to let the church office know as soon as possible. Other-
wise, newsletters, and other mail and info from the church 

meant for you may be returned to us.  
 

You are welcome to leave updated  information in the church  
office box in Westminster Hall (with your name), email it to 
the church office (office@fpcstockton.org), mail us a notice, 
place a note with your offerings, or simply give us a phone 

call to let us know. 
 

Thank so much in advance. 

-Tara Cavanaugh 

Office Manager 

http://presbyterian.typepad.com/ecojourney/
http://www.pcusa.org/environment/
http://nccecojustice.org/
http://nccecojustice.org/


If you are interested in joining our church or arranging a baptism, 
please speak with Rev. Wright following any church service. 

Home Communion Available 
  

 Our Session believes that the Lordôs Supper should be available to every member of First Church.  

Any member desirous of having the sacrament brought to them following worship on the first Sunday of each month is encouraged 

to call the church office. Two Elders visit for about half an hour on Communion Sunday and will share  the Lordôs Supper and a 

brief devotion and prayer.  Call the church office to have a name added to the list. Please let us know by the preceding Thursday so 

æĎučĕåÿČÿÂ 
SUMMER SUNDAYS! 

Dates: August 1, 8, 15, and 22  
Time: 3:30 -5:00 p.m. 

Place: First Presbyterian Church  
  
This year will be hearing about some of 
the miracles of Jesus. 
  
There will be stories, crafts, 
games, songs, snacks and fun! 

RALLY DAY ROUND UP 
We will be kicking off a new 
year on August 29 with a 

roundup in  Callistro Park (located just 
north of the sanctuary). Come and enjoy lunch and   
fellowship withyour old friends and make some new 
friends. Therewill be games and activities for every-
one. Information for this coming year will be available. 
Opportunity to sign-up for Sunday school, choir, 
ushering and other church activities will also be given. 
In keeping with the western theme, we will be having 
a chili cook-off! If you would like to enter some 

chili, please contact Kerry at 464-1298. 

  

So "round up" your family and friends and gather in 

Fellowship  
On behalf of the fellowship committee 

I'd like to thank everyone who partici-

pated in the  International Potluck.  It 

was a great time celebrating our diver-

sity and the    variety was wonderful.  
  

In August There will not be a 2nd Sunday luncheon but 

rather will be providing hotdogs and hot links for Rally 

Day.  This will be  another great opportunity to fellow-

ship together so I encourage  everyone to attend.   

  

Speaking of Rally Day- the fellowship committee is  

always looking for new members so if you like to cook 

or enjoy entertaining think about joining us.  We meet in 

the kitchen on luncheon days and anyone who shows up 

is welcome to work and if you have any ideas we want 

Other Christian Education News 

¶ ¶ C.E. Committee Meets August 3rd  at 6:30 

p.m. at the Baldwinôs House 

  

¶ ¶ We will be having a high school get to-

gether after worship on Aug. 22. 

  

¶ ¶ Sunday School begins on Sunday,            

September 5th. 
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KKNNOOWW  YYOOUURR  WWEEBB 

Cell Phones, Websites, Twitter, Facebook????   Really?  There are so many ways that folks stay 

connected today.  Youôve probably heard the term, ñSocial Networksò.  Social Networks are websites that 

allow individuals and organizations to post photos, events and have brief discussions with one 

anotheréto stay connected.  Many of you know that First Church is connected to our community with 

Facebook.  Facebook is another way we stay in touch and reach out to our community.  Friends are able 

to see discussions, events and listen to recent sermons.   

But did you know that we have 68 FACEBOOK FRIENDS?  (A nice start).  But, who are these 

friends?   

We have all heard over the years that, ñIt is always good to know who your friends areò.  Well, who are 

our Facebook friends?  These ñfriendsò fall in various categories. 

¶ Members or those who regularly attend services.  

¶ Former members, like the Alexanderôs, Litzô, and Mike Lockwood. 

¶ Children who have grown up in the church but live elsewhere, for instance Brandon Hunt, 

Benjamin Roider, Hillary White, Michael Cox, and Penn State Professor Anne  Clements 

(daughter of Alice Calistro) 

¶ Friends and Family of Gus and Ali 

¶ Connected friends and family of members 

¶ Former pastors, Hutch and Diane Wilson (Formerly Diane Meyers) 

¶ Organizations like the Gospel Rescue Mission and KYCC radio 

¶ Also some that are not easily identified  

To access our Facebook Page:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/Stockton-CA/First-Presbyterian-Church-

Stockton-CA.  When accessing Facebook for the first time you will need to create a free online profile (a 

very easy process). 

You may also visit and share our website, www.fpcstockton.org   On our tradional website you will find all 

sorts of information about our church family and what we believe. 

LETôS CONTINUE TO TELL PEOPLE ABOUT FIRST CHURCH AND JESUS, both by word-of-mouth 

and using todayôs technology. 

 

Earl Roider, Webmaster 

P a g e  4  T h e  W i n d o w  



I n  o u r  1 6 0 T h  Y e a r  P a g e  5  

Church ñIdea/Dreamò List 

1. Additional Choir Members. 

2. Sunday Morning Litter Patrol, before Worship  

Service. 

 

3. Funds designated to obtain energy efficient  

      freezer in Westminster Hall Kitchen. 

 

If any information is listed incorrectly or needs updating, 

please contact the church office! 

 

 

ðððððððððððððð 

Missed in July, but not forgotten! 

 

 
 

The office sometimes makes mistakes or is missing information 
in our member files . Please let us know if this is the case, so 
we can make the appropriate changes!  

William Buckley Jr. Aug. 17 

Ken Dones Aug. 9 

Gloria Fajardo Aug. 9 

Lucille Harman Aug. 30 

Doug Hunt Aug. 17 

Joanna Stone Aug. 9 

Fusae Tanaka Aug. 10 

Kendra Vaughn Aug. 14 

Steven Yee Jr. Aug. 15 

Scott Graham July 11 

Income  

June 2010  

Actual Budget 

Pledged $12,588.20 $14,333.33 

Unpledged $1,293.66 $1,000.00 

Loose Offer. $130.60 $183.33 

TOTAL $14,012.46 $15,516.66 

Expense 
June 2010 

Actual Budget 

Expenses $17,070.23 17,905.85 

Religious Humor 

A Presbyterian pastor and his wife were 

driving along Lake Shore Drive, in Chicago, 

and they were pulled over for speeding. As officer 

O'Malley  approached the pastor, he saw the     

pastor's clerics, and mistook him for a Roman Catholic 

priest. "Oh, sorry about dat, fader. Uh, just try and 

slow it down a little, OK?" As they drove away, the 

pastor's wife said, "Shame on you, Harold! That was 

unethical. You know who he thought you were!" "Oh, I 

know who he thought I was," replied the pastor. "I'm 

just wondering who he thought you were." 


