Stewardship Talk II    Hard Hearts and Soft Hearts

Every now and then I run across a Bible verse that upsets me and makes me angry. It’s usually where God hardens someone’s heart so he or she won’t listen, won’t obey the will of God. I’m thinking- “How fair is that?” God made the people’s hearts hard so they wouldn’t listen to Isaiah, and then punished them for not listening. My mind and my heart protest.

But lately, that’s not been such an issue for me. I’ve put that question on the list I’ll take with me to where there are answers – we usually call that place Heaven- and finally achieve some understanding and some peace. Besides filing the question away on my Heaven list, something else has been happening that makes the issue less upsetting. God has been softening my own heart over the years, and I see things differently. There have been a few times, for example, when life has handed me a bonus – an unexpected financial gain; perhaps a small bequest, or a legal settlement- and my new, softer heart wants to share with God’s church and his people. So I have had that chance, and when I took it, my heart warmed with such happiness that I was amazed. Someone said to me about a small extra gift, “How generous of you.” No, that’s not it at all; I just like being happy. So, if you’re willing to let God make your heart soft instead of hard, watch out. You just might become very, very happy!

We have a chance to be happy, and to be together, very soon to celebrate the 160th anniversary of this beautiful church. I don’t know about you, but I’m going to the party! And, I’m going to take a gift- after all, isn’t that what we do when we go to a celebration party for someone or something we love? Outreach committee has asked us to consider 160 when making our gift – maybe 1.6 hours of volunteer work in the office, 16 phone calls to people who might be interested in joining us, 160 dollars over and above our normal pledges this year, 160 pages of Bible reading this year, 16 hours of prayer for the church, 1.6 cans of paint we provide to freshen things up- you get the idea. Write it down, tie a ribbon around it, and bring your gift to the celebration. See you at the party, with thankful hearts, willing hearts, and very, very glad hearts.

Note: if you’re reading this after the March Anniversary celebration, don’t worry – we’ll still be very interested in your gift ideas!
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