A Message from your Stewardship Committee
Attribution

I’ve been thinking about attribution theory a lot lately. That’s the exploration (I’ll call it an exploration, rather than an explanation, because it really doesn’t explain things too thoroughly) of why some of us take responsibility for events in our lives and others don’t. For example, if you are in an auto accident, as I was recently, you might say you were inattentive, unlucky, or victimized. Or you may wonder how the accident is part of God’s plan for you that day- a completely different way of thinking about the event.  On the other hand, if you experience something quite wonderful, you may say you are lucky, or you worked hard for that reward, or you might say God has abundantly blessed you. In both cases, the unpleasant experience and the pleasant experience, some of us take credit or responsibility for the event, some of us blame fate or God, and some think it’s all a matter of luck. And some of us struggle with how closely we are adhering to the Will of God in these matters.
I’d like to ask you to pay attention to how you think about such things over the next weeks and months. Do you see yourself as master of your fate? Do you see an uncaring universe driven by the whims of fate? Do you see the hand of God? If you think everything’s pretty much random, or if you think you are running your life, then stewardship may not be too meaningful to you. You may choose to be charitable as a mark of responsibility or commitment to the larger good, but that’s about it. However, if you see the hand of God in your life, I’m asking you to consider what your response should be. What does God expect of you, and if you respond to that expectation, what kinds of things will happen, both to you and to your church? This is the meaning and the mystery of stewardship. We are on a journey together, and I, for one, am learning to trust God with the destination.
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