Coming This Fall

Sundays 9:10am-

Join us this fall for a six week series led by Ali Wright. Sundays from 9:10 to 10:10.
Come for coffee, discussion and a deeper understanding of what God is doing
in your life, now. Beginning September 4™,

We will be viewing six NOOMA videos. NOOMA is a series of short films that
explore our world from a perspective of Jesus. NOOMA is an invitation to
search, question, and join the discussion.

“Jesus lived with the awareness that God is doing something, right here, right
now, and anybody can be a part of it. He encouraged his listeners to search,
fo question, to wrestle with the implications of what he was saying and doing.
He inspired, challenged, provoked, comforted, and invited people to be open
to God’s work in this world. Wherever he went, whatever he did, Jesus started
discussions about what matters most, because for Jesus, God is always inviting
us to open our eyes and join in.” --Rob Bell

NOOMA films are created and produced by Flannel, a nonprofit organization.
They are a group of people committed to giving everyone a fresh and
compelling look at the teachings of Jesus.

9.4.11

Do you often find yourself saying, "I'm so busy" or "l just have so much to do"¢ It's easy

to get overwhelmed with appointments, gatherings, to-do lists. But what are we really

doing with our time?2 Many of us are running from place to place and it seems like life
is just passing us by. We're doing so many things, a little bit of everything, and yet it

doesn't feel like much of a life. But most of us find it hard to say no. We feel obligated.
There are so many good things to do. So many good causes to join. But while we're
busy doing all these good things, are we missing out on something great? Maybe

saying no would be easier if we knew what it meant to say yes



9.11.11

We want to know why we are here. If our lives really matter. How our religion is
relevant to this life. Today. We want to understand what significance this minute, hour,
week, month, and year has to our lives. To our world. We need a God who cares
about this life, in this world, right now. We want to understand why everything we
think, everything we say, and everything we do matters. We don't want to just sit back
and wait for something to happen or someday to come. We want to know if all the
choices we make now will shape our world and lives for eternity. Because we want
our lives to have meaning today, and our lives foday to have meaning forever.

9.18.11

How much time and energy do we spend wishing things were how they used to be?
We often think about times in our past when things were different and want our lives

to be like that again. Some of us have even come to believe that our best days may
actually be behind us. But if we're in some way hung up on the past, what does that
mean for our lives now?¢ How are we and those around us affected if we're not fully

presente If we're longing for the way things used to be, what does that really say
about our understanding and appreciation of our lives today2 Maybe we need to
learn to embrace our past for what it is, in order to live our lives to the fullest, right
here, right now.

9.25.11

Why do we do the things we do? Why do we go to church or give money away?
Because we're supposed to or because we think God needs ite Do we honestly put
on our best clothes for an hour once a week, stand and sit at all the right times, and
sing all the appropriate songs for God's sake, or because it'll make us look better to
the world around us2 We're tired of all the empty rituals and routines. And so is God.

God hates it when we call ourselves Christians but ignore all the things he really cares
about. He hates it when we go through hollow religious routines out of some feeling of
duty or obligation. God doesn't want the meaningless rituals. God wants our hearts.




10.2.11

Many of us have experienced situations where we've prayed and it felt like God
wasn't listening. And yet other times we've prayed or known someone that prayed
and the situation changed. Does God answer prayere Sometimes, but not all the
time? Or does God always answer prayer it's just that sometimes God says no? some
of us are angry with God for not answering the prayers we've prayed for years. Why
did he answer their prayer but not ours¢ What if there's more to prayer than just God
listening and answering?¢ Maybe if we understood how Jesus prayed, our concepfs
and expectations of prayer would change.

10.9.11

We all compare ourselves to others. We spend our lives wondering what others think
and say about us. Some of us even wish we were someone else. We question why we
are the way we are and not the way we wish we could be. Some of us have let the
expectations of others dictate who we've become. We act a certain way to be
accepted but know that we're being untrue. But why are we so concerned with what
other people think, say, or look like? What does it say about us if we are unable to
accept who we aree Maybe if we really knew our frue selves, we wouldn't give so
much attention to other peoples' lives and live more in tune with the life God wants
for us.




